ment that at this day it seems hardly necessary to reiterate.
The phrase has a royal sound, and its frequent repetition, shows that it is a favorite expression ; and yet among the multitudes who earn their livelihood by practicing dentistry, how few know the full meaning of the words, and how little there is in their practice to justify the assertion.
To judge by its fruits, how much more there is of Empiricism than of Science ; and how much more of rude and bungling Mechanism than of Art. Nevertheless, Dentis- try is a Science and an Art, and the researches of the past four years alone, together with the contributions to its literature, give a legitimate claim to the first part of the proposition. Months Architecture was then emphatically a "fine Art," but at the present day it is but an imitation of the dead past.
The powers that called it into existence are gone, and the emotions to which it gave birth have died out. We imitate its corporeal form, but the spirit that gave it life is forever departed.
We have been thus specific in our description of the Fine Arts for a more thorough understanding of grounds upon which we shall base the claim of Dentistry to be ranked with them. No performance of the dentist can make any pretension to be a fine art, separate and distinct from all others ; but as a sub-division or speciality of one of the arts, dentistry is entitled to a consideration which it has never received. We shall endeavor to show this alliance, and prove that, so far as its scope will allow, it is governed by the same general rules which control its allied art.
Dental practice, by an inherent law and by common consent is divided in the main into two departments ; 
